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RM-8626

I have b••n active a. an A••rican Radio R.lay L.ague
O£ficial Bull.tin Station in the paat. I should be
quali£i.d to provide input in thia £inding. At one ti•• I
was "fla••d" on Packet Radio for not uaing the BID and
oth.r corr.ct £or.atting. I believ. I know aa .uch aa I
can know on relaying ARRL Bulletins baaed on paat
exp.rience.

For a period of ti.e, within the pa.t two y.ar., the Packet
Radio BBS. in ea.tern N.bra.ka and we.tern Iowa, £or
certain, w.r. not r.c.iving ARRL Bull.tin. r.gularly a.
ahould be .xp.ct.d. I waa finding .ore current Bulletins
o£f of WIAW on shortwave. A. I r ••••ber, th.re w.r. a
nu.b.r of ARRL Bull.tina which n.v.r .ade it on Pack.t
Radio to this part of the world until I b.gan to input
Bulletina. Th. int.r£acing .ituation i. better now a. long
a. not too .any links break down in the network. There i.
g.n.rally no way for anyone to t.ll when that happen.
unl•••••••ag•• ar. lo.t in the ARRL Bulletin nu.b.r
••qu.ncing. So•• BBS. have Bull.tin trap. and th.y could
give you a docu••nt.d hi.tory. I r.call the W0AK BBS in
D•• Moine., Iowa, ha. auch a Bulletin trap.

I r ••••b.r at one ti•• thia region'a only ARRL Bull.tin
f ••d was fro. Kanaa. City, Mi••ouri. If the BBS SYSOp in
Saint Joa.ph, Mia.our!, .ade a pilot error, no ARRL
••••ag•• headed our way. I know that firat hand fro. the
N9HVT [now KG0SEl BSS SYSOP, Marion. Much of the packet
forwarding has b••n and to .0•• extent i. atill, aa far aa
I know, via terr.atrial linka subJ.ct to ....ltdown·· when
the band. are up (frequ.ntly during the su••er .onths,
thank. to t ••p.rature inversions) and a.ateur radio growing
pain••ffecting conge.tion creat•• retri.s and di.connect•.
Not alway. a 100~ reliable way of .ending .e••age•.

I und.rstand the Gopher N.twork, around O.aha, N.bra.ka, ia
now being supple.ented by a telephone "worM hoI.... A "wor.
hoI." ia not helpful 1f and when the telephone ayate. ia
down, which ao.eti••• , although rarely, happ.ns. I would
hop. a.ateur radio can back up ••ergency telephone



COMMunications in a worst case scenario.

As you can surMise, W1AW shortwave Bulletina are ESSENTIAL
for we aaateurs in the hinterlands of AMerica along with
backup for those in aore populated areas. If Packet Radio
is going to rely on telephone "wora hole.," that advantage
will vanish if and when a vital telephone link ia severed.
Redundancy of links is paraaount as shortwave fills in
coverage outside of W1AW 6 a direct wave on VHF/UHF/SHF.

I learned My 20 words per ainute International Mors. Code
through copying W1AW code tranaaissions and Bulletina. Not
all citizens are affluent enough to have a coaputer and
software to learn the code. I currently can not afford to
upgrade froa My Coaaodore C-64C to a IBM or IBM clone due
to alleged .MploYMent blacklisting by insurance cOMpaniea
because of health probleaa <probable chronic liver
disease). I do not know aany aaateurs who can afford
Internet acce.s either. Why should the poor .Mong us, who
Might have a lot of free tiae on our hands, be deprived the
volunteer national service aaateur radio is privileged to
provide? It is outrageous to iaply one haa to belong to
the Middle or upper aocial strata in order to be an aaateur
radio operator.

I have no probleMa with W1AW Bulletin content. Aa far aa I
know, the ARRL Bulletina are broken down into aix or aeven
categoriea. That way, whatever one 6 a interest and fancy ia
in aaateur radio, one can read only what is applicable to
the aaateur. I do not aee it at all helpful for the
Coaaiaaion to begin de facto editorial censorship of ARRL
Bull.tina. Aa long aa the ARRL and others do not advocate
aedition, I think the ARRL and othera ahould have a free
hand on what non-coaaercial inforaation to broadcaat to the
aaateur radio coaaunity.

In the event the Coaaiaaion wishea to fine tune aaateur
radio wide area origin shortwave Bulletin aending, I have
several technical baaed suggestions to bring forward. The
firat ia to require high-angle radiation antennaa on 40
aeters to 10 aetera for wide area origin shortwave Bulletin
tranaaiaaions. A lazy quad with a tuned reflector should
be ideal.

Second, allow aaaterlsiave shortwave aMateur radio wide
area origin Bulletin stations which are synchronized as to
frequency, using high-angle antennaa on 40 to 10 aeters.
The Continental Divide in the state of Colorado would be an
ideal location for a W1AW slave station.

Third, authorize wide area origin shortwave Bulletin
channela outside the international aaateur radio bands
using high-angle antennas. The channels could be tiMe
shared by other aaateur radio one-way users other than the
ARRL to prOVide diversity of ideas and inforaation.

Fourth, increaae wide area origin shortwave Bulletin
stationa to maybe 10 kW output power.



Fifth, require data transaisaiona of RTTY, AMTOR, and ASCII
on shortwave to be sent a ainiaua of three tia.s either
aingly or in total. I rarely could get a aolid copy of
W1AW on one data tranaaiaaion. W1AW phone trans.isaions
are noraally iaposaible for ae to hear at ay location.
Code worka pretty good but it is tiae consuaing.

Sixth, require the data wide area origin shortwave Sulletin
atationa to be crystal controlled or use Autoaatic
Frequency Control. It used to really chill ae when I
copied W1AW data and had to retune ay PLL receiver the
first ten ainutea. I experiaented with ay syatea here and
I caae to the conclusion, W1AW tran.aitters were being
turned on cold as there was NO further drifting after ten
ainutes.

There is soae a.rit to what W5YI says about W1AW, however,
I do not think overall, RM-8626 is in the long tera
interest of aaateur radio. I know it would be a disaster
for ae to not have shortwave W1AW transaiaaions to be able
to copy real tiae during eaergenciea and any tiae .enaitive
inforaation. Many Packet Radio Sulletina take at leaat a
day or can take aany daya, 1f ever, to get here. It ia a
big worry on what percentage of Packet Radio ae888gea get
lost forever.

Ronald Erickson, AK0N
R. R. 2, Sox 89
Easex, Iowa 51638


